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 Produced by your Committee to keep all members up to date with News and Events. 

 
NEWS UPDATE 
Our drive to increase Club membership seems to be working and we are pleased to welcome SIX  
New Members since the last Chronicle.  They are Robert Tull, Alan Cain, George Gair, Russell 
Manoy, Ian Whitmore and Brian Smith.  We hope they enjoy their membership and make many new 
friends. 
 
Sadly, however, we have to report the death of George Faldo, father of Nick Faldo, who had been a 
member of the Club for many years and had spent his last few years in a nursing home.  His funeral 
was on 19th September and the Committee sent a letter of condolence on behalf of the Club to his 
family. 
 
The Lunch Raffle continues to flourish and we have now raised over £1,200 towards our Golden 
Anniversary Fund.  September’s winner was Geoff Perrin, and for the Ladies Lunch we had no fewer 
than three raffle prizes.  These were our usual free lunch, a bottle of wine and a voucher for a meal 
for two at Homestead Court - the last two being kindly donated by the hotel.  
 
Following the Secretary’s email to all members asking if they agreed to their contact details being 
available to all club members (but no-one else) I can report there was no adverse response, so this 
will be implemented forthwith. 
 
Talking of the Ladies Lunch, this was a great success with 95 sitting down to dine and a good menu 
selection.  The speaker was Dr. Isobel Williams who gave a fascinating talk about Captain Scott’s 
Antarctic expedition to the South Pole.  Chairman John Lee and his wife Tricia had just celebrated 
their Golden Wedding Anniversary so the Club presented them with a bottle of champagne and we 
drank to their future health and happiness.   
 
Many thanks are due to John Meers for doing such a sterling job in organising the lunch. 
 
Remember also that we have our Christmas Lunch coming up on the 4th December, with turkey and 
crackers, etc and our speaker is Rupert Matthews, giving the biography of the real Father Christmas. 
Make sure you book today.  Please also remember that if you book a lunch, the latest time to 
cancel without incurring a charge is 9.00am on the Monday before the lunch. 
 
In January we have our AGM - several VERY important Club matters will be discussed and three 
Committee members will be standing down.  Please be sure to attend and any new potential 
Committee members will be welcomed to help run our Club - please contact our Secretary Ray 
Hussey with your name. 
 
OUTINGS 
In September we had another good outing to the Lee Valley.  The day was warm and sunny and 
there were 39 members and friends who caught the coach from WGC to Broxbourne.  Here we 
embarked on the narrow boat Lady of Lee Valley and enjoyed a two and a half hour cruise on the 
River Lee, with a hot lunch served en route. 
 
Returning to Broxbourne we then had a short drive to the Lee Valley White Water Centre at Waltham 
Cross.  This is where the Olympic canoeing events were held last year.  We walked round the course 
and watched the intrepid souls braving the foaming torrents in rafts and kayaks, then finished the day 
with tea and a bun in the café overlooking the action before returning to WGC.  Well done Graham 
for arranging another great trip. 
 
That will be our last outing this year; next year we hope to arrange a theatre trip in January/February 
- more on this later - and, make a note in your diary, on 9th July 2015 we will take a coach to 
Windsor, have a one and a half hour boat trip along the Thames, then mooring up for a Downton 
Abbey-style silver service lunch in a marquee on lawns by the river.  Definitely one not to be 
missed!  
 
 



 
 
 
GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY LUNCH 
Preparations are going well for our Golden Anniversary Lunch on 7th May 2015 at Beales Hotel, 
Hatfield.  The menu choices have been agreed, the entertainment will include a background pianist, a 
roving magician and a stunning cabaret act as the finale.  Again, please reserve this date in next 
year’s diary NOW - no excuses about having to look after the grandchildren on Thursdays, having to 
play golf or missing your keep fit class -   please, BE THERE as we need at least 120 to be viable.  
 
THE NEW QE2 HOSPITAL 
I have recently been contacted by the NHS co-ordinator for the QE2, who has asked me to pass on 
to our members some urgent information.  As you know, the QE2 hospital appeared to suffer at the 
expense of a hugely extended project for the Lister Hospital, Stevenage, and from mid October the 
A&E was closed BUT from this date a new Urgent Care Centre has opened at QE2, 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, for adults and children of all ages.  No appointment will be necessary and it will treat 
minor injuries, broken bones, bites, stings, burns and bad cuts and grazes, also minor illnesses which 
would normally be treated by your GP but can’t wait until your GP practice is next open.  It also deals 
with minor eye and head injuries. If in doubt you can still call NHS111 free from any ‘phone, day or 
night.  For life-threatening emergencies however you still need to call 999. 
 
CAMPUS CLUB SINGERS 
Club members Howell Watkins, Theo Breuer and Alan Cain are also members of Welwyn Garden 
City Male Voice Choir.  They and seventeen other choir members and their conductor and 
accompanist recently visited the Netherlands for a successful charity fundraising tour. The choir, who 
travelled with wives and partners, performed concerts in Zoetermeer and Gouda.  A total of almost 
4,000 euros was raised for Villa Joep, a Dutch charity which funds research into neuroblastoma, a 
childhood cancer.  Congratulations to them for taking part. 
 
EXPANDING THE CAMPUS CLUB ACTIVITIES 
Talking to members of other local Probus Clubs it strikes me that some are much more active than 
we are, with all sorts of interest groups that are well supported.  We all like to meet for a sociable 
lunch once a month and have the odd outing but is there anyone out there who would like more? 
 
We could have, for example, a Walking Group - no, not for everyone but maybe 10 or 12 of our 
members who would enjoy a short (or longer) local walk, say once a month, maybe even bringing 
your wives or partners.  Are there any Club members interested in joining or organizing this activity? 
 
I’m sure some of you enjoy a game of bridge, whatever your standard, so are there a few members 
who may be interested in joining and forming a Bridge Group? 
 
We’ve tried to get you interested in the Outings, and the take-up is generally good, but would anyone 
be interested in going on longer trips/holidays for a weekend or even a week, to interesting areas 
at home or abroad?   There are firms that organise such trips especially for Probus clubs and our 
Secretary has the details. 
 
If any members are interested in any of the above please contact me on: 
billandroswastell@virginmedia.com  
 
A FINAL THOUGHT7. 
A couple were lying in bed together on the morning of their tenth wedding anniversary when the wife 
says, 'Darling, as this is such a special occasion, I think that it is time I made a confession.  Before 
we were married I was a hooker for eight years.'  
 
The husband ponders for a moment and then looks into his wife's eyes and says, 'My love, you have 
been a perfect wife for ten years! I cannot hold your past against you, maybe you could show me a 
few tricks of the trade and spice up our sex life a bit?' 
 
She replied, 'I don't think you understand, my name was Brian and I played rugby for Wales . . .' 
 
Bill Wastell - Editor 
 


